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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE REVIEW OF THE RACING AND WAGERING 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA ACTS 

First Report — “Annual Report 2009–2010 — Tabling 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [10.32 am]: I present for tabling the first report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Review of the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Acts, entitled “Annual Report 2009–
2010”.  

[See paper 2641.] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I will not say much about this report at this time, because the committee will be handing 
down its findings next month. But I must say that I am very pleased to present this report. The committee was 
established for the purpose of reviewing the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Act 2003 and the Racing 
and Wagering Western Australia Tax Act 2003. Although the committee has been in operation only since 
September 2009 and will table its final report by mid-October 2010, the committee considered it important to 
present this report to document the scope of the review, and in particular the extensive consultative process that 
has been undertaken in this review. This is particularly significant given the extension of the inquiry in early 
2010 to accommodate regional consultation. A record of the committee’s activities is detailed in the report. The 
committee consulted very widely. We travelled around most of the state to talk to the many and varied 
stakeholders in the racing industry. I think some of my fellow committee members were somewhat taken aback 
by the size of the racing industry and the impact of the industry on our state. A large number of people are 
involved in the racing industry and gain a livelihood from the industry. The industry makes a significant 
contribution to the state in many areas, including employment and tourism, and in some country towns is a way 
of life. 

I thank my fellow committee members for their contribution thus far—the Deputy Chairman, Hon Max 
Trenorden, MLC, member for Agricultural Region; Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, MLC, member for Agricultural 
Region; Mr John Bowler, MLA, member for Kalgoorlie; Hon Alyssa Hayden, MLC, member for East 
Metropolitan Region; and Mr Peter Watson, MLA, member for Albany.  

Mr P.B. Watson: How come I was mentioned last? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: It is because “W” is very well down in the alphabet, member for Albany! So in one area 
the member is at the top, and in the other area he is very well down the list.  

I also thank the committee staff for their assistance—our principal research officer, Ms Dawn Dickinson, and our 
research officer, Ms Renee Gould. I very much look forward to tabling our report next month.  
 


